East Koshkonong Lutheran Church January Newsletter Update

From Pastor Jim Schwarz

Dear Members of East Koshkonong Lutheran Church,

| began my interim ministry among you on December 1, and | greatly appreci-
ate your cordial welcome. It has been especially helpful to have a good num-
ber of you introduce yourselves to me and mention ways in which you partici-
pate in the life of the congregation. Please be patient with me as | learn your
names and particular ways in which you are active in the worship and work of
the church. Council members and other leaders, along with Intern Miranda,
Julie, and other staff personnel, have been especially gracious in explaining
and demonstrating Ahow things are dfd¢
and in planning the ASundays and Sej

For this issue of the newsletter | have been asked to provide some biographi-
cal information to help us become better acquainted.

My hometown is Middleton, where | graduated from high school in 1955. | attended Wartburg College in
Waverly, lowa. Beverly and | met there and were married in 1960 in her home town, Sterling, lllinois.
Following my graduation from Wartburg Seminary in Dubuque, | served two congregations in Alexandria,
Minnesota, and another at Princeton, lllinois, before returning to graduate school at the UW -Platteville. |
then taught English for nine years at Black Hawk High School in South Wayne, Wisconsin, while Beverly
was teaching first grade in Scales Mound, lllinois. In 1981 we returned to parish life among three congre-
gations at Cashton, Wisconsin. Along the way | completed further graduate degree programs at Wart-
burg Seminary and Luther Seminary and in 1986 became senior pastor at First Lutheran in Stoughton,
where Beverly served as organist. We both retired in 1999 and continue to reside in Stoughton, living
close enough to our childrend Mark, Eric, and Beth-- to be able to see them often. We have one grand-
child, Ellen, who is a freshman at Wartburg College.

Since my retirement | have served in a number of interim positions, where | have learned that for congre-
gational life to remain vital, members need to be fully engaged in regular worship and wholehearted sup-
port of the mission of the church. With that i
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In a certain mountain village in Europe several centuries ago, a nobleman wondered what legacy he
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During this interim, let us keep the light of Christ glowing!

Pastor Jim
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Celebrating, Grieving, and Committing in the New Year
From Intern Miranda Hinrichs

The New Year can be a time for celebrating the blessings of the year

that are now behind us: for celebrating family, the healing of relationships,

restored health, accomplishments, and fruitful ministries. | am thankful for the

community of East Koshkonong, and for your continued support and willingness

to come alongside me during this internship year. | am reminded of one of my

favorite Bible verses on ministry: fi \ bu SO
l ighted to share with you not onl ¥irstt I bf  Go
Thessalonians 2:8. Thank you for living that truth out in your lives and minis- :

tries! | particularly want to celebrate all of our lay leaders at East Koshkonong

who faithfully lead and teach and serve in this place (Sunday School, Confirma-

tion, Church Council, Women of the ELCA, Worship, Befrienders, and so many

more!). Two leaders in particular have taken on extra responsibilities during

this time of transition. | want to celebrate the ministries of Carolyn Lien (Lay

Preacher, Assisting Minister, and President of the Synodical Women of the ELCA)

and Steve Wagner (Church Council President and Confirmation volunteer). They

are an example to us all of serving with peace, joy, and faithfulness! Colossians

3:17 AAnd whatever you do, whet her in word or deed,
thanks to God the Father through him. o

The New Year can be a time of looking back and grieving, missing those friends or loved ones who

seem far from us because of distance, death, or disagreements; of grieving the activities that we love or

enjoy that we have said goodbye to by saying yes to something else; of grieving the limitations of our

physical bodies; of grieving the mistakes we have made, the ways we have hurt those we love, or the

ways we have ignored those in pain; of grieving the speed of life or the slowness of life. It is okay and

important to take the time to grieve; to name the pain and the longing, and to name and confess our sin.

Our present is formed by our past; we grieve that but we also celebrate that. For, our present is formed

by our past which includes a baby born in Bethlehem, who is named Jesus (God saves!) because he will

save his people from their sins; and who is named |
ment into our world (Matthew 1). Even as we grieve, we can know that we are forgiven and that we are

not alone as we begin to | ook forward; Al wi || be w
28:20.

The New Year can be a time for looking forward, making resolutions, and setting new goals.

As you think through your hopes and dreams for this upcoming year, for physical health or financial re-

sponsibility or time with family; also reflect on what your longings are for spiritual health. | know for me

it can be easier to seek discipline for exercise than it is to seek discipline for the reading of Scripture and
prayer. Someti mes, | desire my spiritual life to b
Why is that? When we know something is good for wus
would we resist structuring that into our daily life? What are those activities that enliven your spirit?

What are those activities in which the Holy Spirit stirs you and sanctifies you? Taking time to walk and

pray? Silence to listen? Discussing the Bible with friends? Singing songs with others? Serving or volun-

teering in the church or community? Let us as individuals and as a community commit to dwelling in the

Bible together more this upcoming year, for it is one awesome way that we can grow to know God more.

We also get to learn more about our mission with God in the world; and in this time of interim and dis-
cernment, that is an important task before us. I n
l ight on my patho Psalm 119:105. There will be mul

this next year. Commit to at least one. Enjoy the accountability of time looking at Scripture together.

We will be studying Ephesians during the Sundays in February. There will be another study opportunity
Wednesday evenings during Lent. Come join us. We have been given a living hope, grounded in our past

and in our promised future in Christ. Letds medita

the New Year (Psalm 119:148; 48:9). % % '

Your sister in Christ, Intern Miranda



From Council President, Steve Wagner

The church council would like to give an update on the call process. Step one was closure of our ministry
with Pastor Clint. We did this by having a potluck dinner and sending service for Pastor Clint and his fam-
ily. The second step in the process was to find an interim pastor that was a good fit for our congregation.
This was done with the help of Sara Yotter from the synod. We were very fortunate to be able to call Pas-
tor Jim to be our interim pastor. He will be our full -time pastor during the call process. The third step in
the process is formation of our call committee. The call committee will be a diverse group of people from
our congregation. This group will be elected at our annual meeting on January 23 ™. We would like to
thank everyone for their interest in the call process and/ or being on the call committee. This is a very ex-
citing time for our congregation. It is a good time to reflect on our past ministries and what direction we
want our future ministry to follow. It is also a good time for members of our congregation to become
more involved in our church. And if you are already involved, you can spread the word of your enjoyment
in service to your church.

Thank you and God bless you.

Steve Wagner
EKLC Church Council President

EKLC Annual Meeting

January 23, 2011

The annual meeting of East Koshkonong Lutheran Church will
be held on January 23rd, 2011 at the conclusion of 9 a.m. worship.
All voting/confirmed members are encouraged to attend.

Please submit financial and written reports for the annual
report to the office by January 9th, 2011. At this annual meeting
of the congregation, we will review the budget for 2011 and elect
council members and a call committee. Nominations for council and
synod assembly are welcome, and can be referred to the nominating
committee through a council member or the church office.




Car s o n 6Rock®ann
for the Good Samaritan
Fund:

Carson Kaashagen
collected pledges to
raise money for the

Good Samaritan Fund at
EKLC. People pledged
$1, $5, or more per mile
of his anticipated run.
Carson ransix miles on
November 13th and has
raised $662.16!!

Way to go Carson!!

Wednesday Evening
Worship Band

Are you interested in singing in or play-
ing in the Wednesday evening band?
We could use a few more musical folks
to join us in leading worship on Wednes-
days. Contact Miranda Hinrichs (608
423-3017 ext. 3) or Judy Rusch (920-
563-8644) for.more information.




Ephesians Bible Study

Sunday Morning

Girl Talk ~ January 22nd

-23rd, 2011

Bible Study

Making New Year 0s
Why not resolve to join in a small
group Bible study? Join us for a
study of Ephesians Sunday morn-
ings during Epiphany! We will
meet from 10:30 to 11:15am for
five mornings: Feb 6th, 13th,
20th, 27th and March 6th. Come
be refreshed and encouraged as
we reflect on Godds
nary Church by @in
Word. A signup sheet will be >
available in the Narthex or during
Coffee hour.

Re s

High School Group

Sundays at EKLC! Come join in on the fun
Sunday evenings! Next gathering: January
30th at 6pm! Feel free to invite friends! Bring
yourself, your questions, and $3 to chip in for
pizza. Contact Intern Miranda @ 423-3017 or
Scott Zahn @ 423-9845 for questions and/or
more information.

g b

Girl Talk - an Overnight for 7th and 8th
Grade Girls at the Lutheran Campus Cen-
ter will be January 22nd - 23rd, 2011 .
College Women from the Lutheran Campus

Center look forward to hosting and getting to

know the girls from your congregation. So
please help us get the word out to all 7th
and 8th graders about this program. This is
year 11 for Girl Talk and it has always been
full of Spirit! Information and the registra-
tion form are at www.lccmadison.com at the
Girl Talk link. Email, call or drop by the
Campus Center with any questions.

Save the Date!

For a special opportunity during Lent!
We will be joining in an intergenerational
learning time together Wednesday
evenings during Lent. How are you
wired? What are you passionate about?
What gifts have you been given for faith-
ful living in the world? Come join in on
the learning and small group table dis-
cussion! Come young and old(er)...we
need your voice and perspective! Five
Wednesday evenings: March 16th, 23rd,
30th, April 6th and 13th.



http://www.lccmadison.com

Notes of Thanksgiving

A huge thank you to the 30+ youth and adults who brought cookies to our homebound mem-
bers and sang Christmas Carols at their homes during Advent. We have already heard many
words of thanks and appreciation for the cookies and the cheerful voices that blessed them
that evening. Thank you for serving. And thank you to all of our homebound members who
Joytully welcomed us into your homes! We continue to be blessed richly by you!

1 We, Agnes Goodrich and Erna Rude, would like to give a big thanks to the carol singers and cookies.
It sure is nice you are thinking about us. God Bless everyone, Erna Rude & Agnes Goodrich

f To the Christmas Carolers who came and sang at our home Thank You!! The cookies were good too.
Also we appreciate the prayers and visits from our church family. Thank you, Earl Ellickson

1 Confirmation Class, Thanks so very much for the Christmas Cookies. They sure are good. | have one
or two a day. With Godds Blessings, Hazel Tell efsc

Dear WELCA members,

From The Luther Elementary Teachers

We were overwhelmed by the generous donation of the beautifully knitted sweaters! Our staff oohed
and awed over the pretty color combinations and the different striped patterns. It is obvious that each
sweater was made with love and care. We all wondered how many countless hours and skeins of yarn
went into this project!

We distributed all of the sweaters in early December to kindergartners we felt would benefit from an

extra piece of warm clothing. Most of the sweaters were included with boxes of food we put together

for families in need. One group of Kkindergartners
hope you can tell from the photos just how happy you made the kids!

Thank you so much for thinking of our school with your sweater project. This year has been particu-
larly hard for many of our families. So many of our kids do not have the warm clothes, coats, mittens,
etcé that most of us take for granted. We appreci

Gratefully Yours,
Jina Witkins, Kindergarten teacher and The Luther Elementary Teachers

Thank you for our beautiful
sweaters] We love them]







